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1.0  The reason for the decision 

1.1 Radioactive Waste Management (RWM), are a subsidiary of the Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority (NDA), and have a priority of delivering a Geological 
Disposal Facility (GDF), for higher activity radioactive waste. 
 

1.2 RWM recognises that in seeking to fulfil its mission, it must engage with a wide 
range of stakeholders and respond to concerns about radioactive waste. In doing 
so, it aims to be transparent and seeks to provide information to answer those 
concerns.  
 

1.3 Within this process, Allerdale Borough Council accepted an invitation to participate 
in a Working Group further to an interested party registering an interest in hosting a 
GDF in Allerdale. Working Groups are formed early in the GDF siting process to 
commence discussions and fact-finding with the local community. Their primary role 
is to identify and propose a Search Area for further consideration. The Working 
Group is known as the Allerdale Working Group.  
 

1.4 The Allerdale Working Group has concluded its task and so the Council is now 
required to take a decision regarding the value in proceeding to the creation of a 
Community Partnership.   
 

1.5 The Community Partnership is a more formal, enduring entity that will progress 
detailed local discussions and, if the community prove supportive, provide the forum 
that will take the process through to the final test of public support and the start of 
construction. 



2.0  Recommendations 

2.1 That Members determine whether the Council should accept or decline the 
invitation to join a Community Partnership in Allerdale to enable the discussions 
relating to a Geological Disposal Facility to move to the next stage of the process.  

 
2.2 Should Members agree to accept the invitation to join a Community Partnership in 

Allerdale they may wish to consider doing so on the proviso that the Search Area is 
amended.  

 
2.3 Should Members agree to accept the invitation to join a Community Partnership in 

Allerdale they agree: 
1. To delegate the finalisation of the Community Partnership Agreement to 

the Chief Officer (Place and Governance) in consultation with the Deputy 
Leader of the Council. 

2. The Nomination of the Deputy Leader of the Council, as the relevant 
Portfolio Holder, to be the Council’s representative on the Community 
Partnership in Allerdale. 

3.0  Background and Introduction 

 
3.1 Further to a process led by RWM, a private company, GenR8 North Ltd, wished to 

understand whether the Borough of Allerdale, including the adjacent inshore area 
off the coast, had the potential to host a GDF.  

3.2 During those initial discussions GenR8 North Ltd (who became known as the 
Interested Party) determined that those areas of the Borough of Allerdale that are 
located within the boundary of the Lake District National Park should be excluded 
from any consideration to host a GDF from the outset.  

3.3 Following discussions between RWM and GenR8 North Ltd, Allerdale Borough 
Council was invited to join a Working Group, established to provide a forum to start 
a conversation with the local community about whether or not a GDF might be built 
in Allerdale.   

3.4 The Council accepted the invitation to join the Working Group, subject to the 
exclusion of the Lake District National Park and agreement that ABC’s participation 
should in no way be interpreted as a willingness to host any facility. 

3.5 The Working Group was launched in January 2021.  It consists of an independent 
Chair, an independent facilitator and representatives from RWM, GenR8 North Ltd, 
Allerdale Borough Council and the Cumbrian Association of Local Councils (CALC).  
It operated on a “task and finish” group model and had three principle tasks: 

 To commence a conversation with local residents. This included fact-
finding, gathering information about the community and providing 
information to the community about geological disposal. 

 Defining a search area. The initial search area being considered was the 
whole of Allerdale, excluding the Lake District National Park, but the 



Working Group considered whether this could be further refined but no 
specific sites are under consideration during this stage. 

 Identify members of the community who may be interested in joining a 
Community Partnership. This will be an ongoing process and the 
membership of a Community Partnership will change as its work 
programme evolves. 

3.6 The Allerdale Working Group undertook an extensive consultation exercise that 
included: 

 The use of various communications channels such as the Allerdale 
Working Group website, Twitter, Facebook, monthly newsletters, and 
advertising. This also included a direct mail drop to 42,362 households in 
Allerdale. 

 Stakeholder and community engagement. Various stakeholder meetings 
have taken place and letters sent to stakeholders such as Parish 
Councils. Twelve full day workshops were held throughout the Borough to 
engage with the public. 

 Research on local engagement. This has included focus groups and a 
telephone survey that engaged with over 400 adults in Allerdale. 

 Responding to various enquiries and questions from members of the 
public received via phone, email, mail, and social media. 

4.0  Content (to include alternative options considered) 

 
4.1 The Working Group has concluded its work and a decision now needs to be made 

regarding the value in proceeding with the creation of a Community Partnership.  

4.2 The Community Partnership will be a larger, enduring group of people that will take 
over from the Allerdale Working Group and consider the possibilities of local GDF 
siting in more detail. This would include further public engagement and creating a 
“Community Vision” for the long-term well-being of the community. 

4.3 Formation of a Community Partnership requires the participation of RWM and at 
least one relevant Principal Local Authority for the area being considered (in this 
case Allerdale Borough Council or Cumbria County Council). Cumbria County 
Council did not take up the invitation to participate in the Working Group. 

4.4 It is important to note that should Allerdale Borough Council and Cumbria County 
Council determine not to participate in a Community Partnership then no sites in 
Allerdale will be considered for a GDF. The process will end at that point in the 
Allerdale area.  

4.5 It is also important to note a Council can withdraw from the Community Partnership 
at any time. Should there no longer be a Relevant Principal Local Authority on the 
Community Partnership, then the area will be withdrawn from the GDF siting 
process.  

4.6 Membership of a Community Partnership does not indicate that the Council or a 
local community is willing to host a GDF. The decision to host a GDF does not need 



to be taken until much later in the process but it does permit a more detailed 
discussion around geological disposal to take place. 

4.7 The formation of a Community Partnership would signify the start of Community 
Investment Funding in the area. An initial sum of £1m per year will be made 
available, which could be used to fund projects, schemes and initiatives to drive the 
economic development of the area, improve the local environment, or the 
community’s wellbeing. 

4.8 Community Investment Funding would rise to £2.5m per year if deep borehole 
investigations take place to assess geological suitability within the Search Area. 

 Search Area Evaluation 

4.9 A key task of the Working Group was to define a search area. The Search Area is 
the geographical area within which RWM will seek to identify potentially suitable 
sites to host a GDF. 

4.10 This work is now complete and the Allerdale Working Group have put forward a 
search area that comprises the following Allerdale Borough Council wards: 

 

Aspatria Broughton St Bridgets Dalton 

Ellen and Gilrux Flimby Harrington and Salterbeck 

Maryport North Maryport South Moorclose and Moss Bay 

Seaton and Northside St John’s St Michael’s 

Stainburn   

 

4.11 The work undertaken by RWM as part of the evaluation has included a review of 
existing, readily available, information relevant to the Search Area identified by the 
Allerdale Working Group.  

4.12 This information was used to develop the understanding of whether the Search 
Area may be potentially suitable to host a Geological Disposal Facility, together with 
early identification of known constraints, uncertainties and opportunities for further 
work if it progresses through the siting process. 

4.13 The evaluation undertaken is aligned to RWM’s published Site Evaluation document 
and is framed around the six Siting Factors of:  

 Safety and Security 

 Community 

 Engineering Feasibility 

 Environment 

 Transport 



 Value for Money 

4.14 In its conclusion the evaluation indicates that it is not yet confirmed whether the 
Search Area is suitable to host a GDF as further work is required to establish this. 
However, it was identified that the Search Area had the potential to host a GDF and 
there was nothing to suggest that the process should not progress.  

4.15 The full evaluation is attached as Appendix A to this report.  

4.16  The Executive must now therefore determine whether the Council should choose to 
accept the invitation to join a Community Partnership. In accepting the invitation, 
Members could consider making the Council’s involvement conditional on the 
inclusion or exclusion of specific wards or areas. For example, Members could 
consider asking for wards that contain areas such as the Solway Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty to be removed from the Search Area.  

4.17 Should the Executive accept the invitation it is recommended finalisation of the 
Community Partnership Agreement is delegated to the Chief Officer (Place and 
Governance) in consultation with the Deputy Leader of the Council. 

Representations 

4.18   The Council has received representations from the Solway Coast Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty concerning the GDF. The AONB’s Joint Advisory 
Committee submitted a letter to the council that stated: 

“The AONB and its setting should be not included in the search area for a 
Geological Disposal Facility because of its natural landscape designation and its 
landscape protections. We also encourage Allerdale Borough Council to withdraw 
Allerdale from participating in any forthcoming community partnership.” 

5.0  Delivery arrangements  

 
5.1 Should the Executive accept the invitation to join a Community Partnership in 

Allerdale, RWM would lead the formation of the Community Partnership and support 
its activities.  

5.2 Should the Executive decline the invitation to join a Community Partnership in 
Allerdale, and Cumbria County Council also decline the invitation, then a 
Community Partnership will not be formed and Allerdale will be withdrawn from the 
siting process. The process could continue if Allerdale declined the invitation to join 
a Community Partnership but Cumbria County Council accepted the invitation.  

6.0 Implications and Impact 

6.1 Contribution to Council Strategy Priorities, Outputs and Outcomes  

 The decision to accept the invitation to join a Community Partnership will not 
directly affect the Councils priorities, outputs and outcomes. However, there may be 
some indirect benefits as a result of the £1m a year funding that will benefit the 
communities identified in the wards referenced in paragraph 4.10. 



6.2 Finance/Resource implications 

 This decision will not have a direct impact on the Council’s finances and resources. 
The Council may be required to commit resources to support Members and officers 
to make a full contribution to the Community Partnership process. As of yet, that 
requirement is not yet fully understood. This will however, be subject to a 
Reimbursement Agreement with RWM that will ensure that the Council does not 
have to find additional resources to undertake this successfully. 

6.3 Legal and governance implications  

 There are no direct legal implications arising directly from this report.  

6.4 Risk analysis 

 A scored and mitigated risk log 
 

Risk Consequence Controls required 
Mitigated 
score 

Capacity of the 
council to engage 
with the process 

The council is not 
engaged with the 
process and decision 
making is affected 

Reimbursement 
funding from RWM 

2 

Local Government 
Reorganisation 

Membership of any 
community partnership 
will have to transfer to 
the new authority 

Consideration of the 
decision as part of 
the LGR process 

4 

    

 

6.5 Increasing satisfaction and service 

 This decision will have no direct impact on the Council’s services. 

6.6 Equality impacts 

 A full equality impact assessment has not been undertaken for this decision. 
However, it is assumed that there are no direct equality impacts arising from the 
creation of a Community Partnership.  

6.7 Health and Safety impacts 

 There are no health and safety impacts arising directly from this report. 

6.8 Health, wellbeing and community safety impacts 

 There are no direct health, wellbeing and community safety benefits arising from 
this report. There is the potential for some positive indirect benefits as a result of the 
Community Investment Funding within the named wards.  

6.9 Environmental/sustainability impacts 

There are no direct environmental and sustainability impacts arising from this 
report. As the process progresses however, there is the potential for significant 
environmental impacts should a GDF be developed.  



6.10 Other significant implications 

There are no other significant implications arising from this decision.  
 

Appendices attached to this report 

 

Appendix number Title of appendix 

A RWM evaluation report 

 

Background documents available 

 

Name of background document Where it is available 
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